Green Party Councillors’ Report of  SEPTEMBER 2026, for Marden & Yalding Ward Parishes –
Council meetings resumed quite swiftly in September, when there were two Cabinet meetings on 8th & 16th, followed by quarterly Democracy & General Purposes (DGP) and Audit & Governance (AGS) Committees on two Mondays, and then cumulating in reports to Full Council on Wednesday 30th. 
There were time-limited Cabinet items on Swale and Tunbridge Wells’ Local Plans taken at the 8th September meeting, as well as comment on the KCC Minerals Sites plan.  Under more normal, ‘local’ business on 16th, the referral of Lockmeadow Improvements came back from Overview & Scrutiny, and is now out for Public consultation (as planned).  Mike in his Cabinet role had to introduce items on the first quarter’s financial numbers (no significant changes), the 2025/26 Performance Report draft and also the opening of a Housing Revenue Account for our increasing social housing ‘estate’ – two flat developments on Tonbridge Road were completed this month, giving 46 places to people on our housing waiting list.  There was also an item on Litter in Rural Communities, and Parishes heard more about that, and some changes in the coming year by Officers, at the Parish Conference on 16th. 
The Council meeting on 30th covered reports forwarded from DGP and AGS, alongside the Council Leader’s verbal report on progress with our Corporate Strategy over the past quarter, along with responses/questions from other party leaders and Councillors.  A requested Motion entitled ‘Halt the Houses’, which was to encourage further letter writing to Central Government about water provision in the Borough, became quite heated and eventually went to a vote and was unsuccessful.
We’d heard quite unexpectedly from Central Government on 9th September about a ‘pause’ in Local Government Reorganisation, for an unknown period of time.  This has caused much concern, but also no-one is sure what happens next, to what ‘geography’ and when…except there will be no Elections for the new West Kent Authority next May 2027 (and Parish elections will also not take place early, but those for the new Town Council probably will).  We are promised some more clarity in October from Govt, and a definite timeline by the end of 2026, but there is grave concern about the time and monies spent preparing staff and systems to make changes that are now in abeyance.
Council staff have been decanting from Maidstone House into Gail House (on the corner of Stone Street, opposite the Bingo place) this past month, as refurbishment of Maidstone House starts to become a reality – they will be out of Maidstone House for all of 2027.  There has also been some progress on getting Planning for the changes to the Archbishop’s Palace and potentially Phase2 of the ex-Rootes building nearby, so more scaffolding may be seen in town next year.  Three small ‘pocket parks’ have been constructed at the top end of Week Street, with some seating places for visitors, and hopefully some greenery to come; there are still flowers blooming on the High Street.
The recently published annual review outlines progress made in the first year under the Council's Corporate Strategy for 2025-2035.
Event Updates for Newsletters/Sharing with Residents:  
Maidstone’s Literary Festival is on again this year, from 1st to 11th October in several venues, with renowned local and national authors on hand.  There are then plenty of ‘spooky and ghostly’ events for children at Half Term at the Museum and in the Arts Hub on Gabriel’s Hill, for Halloween timing.
www.visitmaidstone.com/whats-on/events-calendar for full details of October - December events.  
Consultations:  
Lockmeadow open until 19/10, and ParkWood/Senacre ‘Pride in Place’ until 30/10.  West Farleigh Conservation Area plans will be consulted on in October, as well as Hollingbourne and Grove Green

Parish Matters – 
Collier Street – A PSPO sign for the Play Area was discussed at the monthly meeting, and needs to be applied for by the Clerk (noting the change in play area location); the current one expires in October.  Noted also earthworks completed for the MBC/SERT natural flood management scheme in Parish.  Reports again of ducks on the road in Green Lane; Mike to contact UMIDB and check ditch blockages
[bookmark: _heading=h.gdn6kfjxjy1w]Hunton – We continue to await PlanAp about polytunnels.  Residents on East Street received a month’s notice of closure of their WiFi provider, just after the Parish had been discussing Broadband provision with CallFlow in August.  It seems that planned fibre installation work (started in August) is not going to be completed now, and both Borough & County Councillors were interviewed by KMTV on 30th, for a future news story about the poor provision of fibre in certain rural communities.  Directed an enquiry from a local small business for ‘rural grant’ information this year to right officer.
Marden – Grace is awaiting response from Royal Mail public affairs team regarding on-going post delays in the Park Road area.  Continuing correspondence about a By-Way closure off Battle Lane, and finalisation of technical comments submitted by Mike (as Hunton Parish Councillor) for the Appeal hearing about the chicken farm proposal in Chainhurst (MA/20/505751).
[bookmark: _heading=h.3ktpqt5s64h3]Nettlestead – Awaiting response from Golding Homes re. tree acquiring attention on their land.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yalding – Mike has been liaising with a resident in Laddingford about a long-standing item (from 2024/5).  Welcomed the result of PlanAp 26/500850 for natural flood management down Pikefish Lane.  Contact details provided by a resident about a local artist (Anne Telfer) whose son was hoping to gift some pictures to a public space/building; details passed to the relevant Cabinet member. 
Darman Lane - enforcement notice issued for land that was being cleared. Case officer at MBC has advised: “I visited the traveller site established on Darman Lane opposite Morgan Machinery in July. Since then, I have been liaising with the landowners and their planning agent, who are currently preparing a retrospective planning application for the development. The site remains under investigation, and officers will continue to monitor the situation. I hope this provides clarification.” 
Grace has been chasing outcome of 26/500120/FULL (Land West of Maidstone Road) on behalf of residents, and encouraging residents to write to their KCC Councillor regarding proposed bollard placement outside library.  Encouraging residents to report Planning concerns here alongside any comments to borough/parish officers to ensure their comments are logged formally by the team. 


Borough Councillors Grace Couch & Mike Summersgill – 2nd October 2026
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