

MINUTES OF YALDING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 03 SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.00 PM IN YALDING VILLAGE HALL
PRESENT
Geraldine Brown (Chairman)	 		Tim Chapman (TC)	
Ken Gough (KG)		Pip Jamieson(PJ) 	
	Deeann Stead (DS)  	

	DECLARATION OF INTENTION TO RECORD PROCEEDINGS
There were none declared.
[bookmark: _Hlk41481789]PUBLIC SESSION 
There was one member of the public present who had asked to speak about planning application 24/503262/FULL.
There were six other members of the public present who did not wish to speak. 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk65509944][bookmark: _Hlk41481933]APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor Bates sent her apologies due to holiday, Councillors Sanders and Westgate sent their apologies due to work commitments and Councillor Woods sent her apologies due to a medical appointment; these were accepted.
2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF COUNCILLORS IN ANY ITEM
2.1. DECLARATION OF CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
[bookmark: _Hlk147147971]None were declared.
2.2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
KG declared an interest in agenda item 12.1 as he had bills for payment.
2.3. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None were requested.
2.4. DECLARATION OF ANY GIFTS RECEIVED
None were declared.
3. DECISION TO TAKE AGENDA ITEMS UNDER CLOSED SESSION
Due to principal authority requirements and receipt of sensitive information, it was resolved to take item 22 to 24 in Closed Session. 
4. [bookmark: _Hlk56517586][bookmark: _Hlk107397777]TO APPROVE MINUTES 
· THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 02 JULY 2024
It was proposed KG seconded DS and unanimously resolved that the minutes be signed as a correct record.
· THE PLANNING AND FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 06 AUGUST 2024
It was proposed DS seconded TC and unanimously resolved that the minutes be signed as a correct record.
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
4. [bookmark: _Hlk138846379]
5. 
5.1. £10,000 FLOOD PRIZE STILL TO SPEND 
The Chairman has met with Grant Booker from Kent Fire & Rescue Service (KFRS) to look at locations for flood gates and awaits his feedback. KFRS have asked for additional information. Grant Brooker has retired from general duties but is still heading-up flood actions. KG has contacted Laddingford Engineering and is going to supply some measurements following which site meetings will be held and quotes prepared.	
5.2. FRUIT TREES FOR THE FEN
A site meeting has been held and Maidstone Borough Council (MBC) think they will be able to provide a grant to Medway Valley Countryside Partnership (MVCP) for the work, however permission is required from the land holder. The landholder is being cautious at the moment. The Chairman and The Clerk will try and make contact. 	
5.3. TREE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT 
KG will complete some of the smaller work and ask J L Buttigieg Tree Services carry out the larger work. Work is in progress.
5.4. POSSIBLITY OF DOUBLE YELLOW LINES OUTSIDE LYNGS FARM HOUSE
It has been suggested it be added to The Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) before The Clerk reports it on the portal, The Chairman will ask the new Highways Engineer for support. Information has just been received from The Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC) with regard to HIPs. 	
5.5. THE FEN – NO CATTLE AVAILABLE 2024 
The Clerk and KG have met with Kent Wildlife Trust (KWT), who are putting a proposal together.	
5.6. FOOTPATH FROM RIVERVIEW MOBILE HOME PARK TO EAST PECKHAM IS IMPASSABLE. 
The Clerk has reported to The Public Rights of Way officer who has confirmed it will be cleared.	
1. [bookmark: _Hlk144291931]POLICE MATTERS 
[bookmark: _Hlk149229138]Police Constable (PC) Charlotte Bingham is no longer allocated to Yalding Parish, she has been replaced by PC Neil Denney.
Due to local residents calling the police with regard to suspicious behaviour in the churchyard between 1am and 2am Friday 30 August, four boys were arrested with wheely bins laden with lead from the church roof.
1. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk10550278][bookmark: _Hlk30518821]Councillor Webb sent his apologies, he had nothing to report.
8. BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
	Councillor Russell sent her apologies as she is on holiday. 
Councillor Summersgill attended the meeting. He sent a report which was circulated. 
9. BIODIVERSITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
A reminder that this should be considered in all of the items that follow on the agenda. 
10. [bookmark: _Hlk41482169][bookmark: _Hlk35183778]PLANNING
10.1. [bookmark: _Hlk107398272]TO DECLARE ANY LOBBYING OR FORMAL REPRESENTATION
None was declared. 
10.2. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Planning responses are recorded at the end of the minutes.
10.3. [bookmark: _Hlk55216227]YALDING ENTERPRISE PARK (YEP) 
[bookmark: _Hlk138846821]Building works and the roadways are progressing. 
10.4. [bookmark: _Hlk138846858][bookmark: _Hlk163641004][bookmark: _Hlk129082395]23/505139/OUT - LAND NORTH & SOUTH OF KENWARD ROAD – APPEAL  
The appeal starts on 17th September for up to six days. Yalding Parish Council (YPC) will be appearing as an objector. The Chairman and Clerk will prepare YPC’s speech. Residents will be informed that they can attend.
10.5. [bookmark: _Hlk138846908]ANY OTHER PLANNING MATTER
There were no other planning matters.
11. [bookmark: _Hlk61272382][bookmark: _Hlk41483047][bookmark: _Hlk508009972][bookmark: _Hlk124768776][bookmark: _Hlk107398592][bookmark: _Hlk149229673][bookmark: _Hlk138847175]POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
11.1. MOTION TO RE-ADOPT DATA POLICIES 
The following documents had been previously circulated and reviewed by all Councillors. DS proposed, KG seconded and it was resolved unanimously that they be re-adopted.
· FOI Policy 
· FOI Publication Scheme 
· GDPR breech notification policy 
· GDPR privacy notice for employees 
· GDPR privacy notice general 
· GDPR subject FOI
The are still four policies that need a re-write: CCTV, Financial Regulations, Speedwatch and Data Retention. 
12. FINANCE
12.1. [bookmark: _Hlk10553370]MOTION TO PAY BILLS
It was proposed PJ, seconded DS and resolved by all to pay bills totalling £9,384.65 exclusive of VAT as per attached list. 

It was proposed PJ, seconded DS and resolved by all to raise a cheque for £85,000 to enable a partial transfer to the new Unity Trust bank account. (was12.7)
KG did not vote as he had declared an interest.
12.2. CONFIRM RECEIPTS
A list of receipts, as attached, totalling £11,715.68 was circulated. 
12.3. [bookmark: _Hlk62150343][bookmark: _Hlk107398705][bookmark: _Hlk144292769][bookmark: _Hlk149230249][bookmark: _Hlk163641151]MONTHLY SPEND AGAINST BUDGET REVIEW
There was no spend that was not in the budget or had been previously approved. 
It was noted that the Clerk’s new landline phone, reported in August as not in the budget, was actually in the budget.
12.4. BANK BALANCES AS AT THE END OF JULY 2024
The bank balance for the end of July 2024 was confirmed at £131,937.70. 
12.5. BANK RECONCILIATIONS FOR AUGUST 2024 HAVE BEEN SIGNED AS CORRECT
It was confirmed that the bank reconciliations for August 2024 have been signed as correct.
12.6. UPDATE ON THE UNITY BANK ACCOUNT 
The new account is now open and will be used to pay September’s bills. JW needs to have his status changed as he is currently not a cheque signatory.
13. [bookmark: _Hlk81314834][bookmark: _Hlk107398780][bookmark: _Hlk81315083]OPEN SPACES 		
13.1. [bookmark: _Hlk138847448]REPORTS FOLLOWING VISUAL UPDATE INSPECTIONS OF COUNCIL OWNED LAND
13.1.1. THE LEES
Inspection complete, no new issues. 
13.1.2. THE LEES PICNIC AREA 
Inspection complete, no new issues.
13.1.3. YALDING VILLAGE GREEN AND VERGES 
JW wasn’t at the meeting to report, no one was aware of any issues.
Water continues to run off of the green and freezing on the footway. A quote for the repair of £3230 has been accepted. KG has spoken to the contractor and it looks like we will need to apply for a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) from Kent County Council (KCC). KG is progressing.
13.1.4. JUBILEE FIELD 
Inspection complete, no new issues.
13.1.5. LADDINGFORD VERGES  
KW was not at the meeting to report; no one was aware of any issues.
13.1.6. THE KINTONS 
Inspection complete, no new issues.
13.1.7. FOWLE HALL GREEN 
AS was not at the meeting to report; no one was aware of any issues.
13.1.8. THE TATT
Inspection complete, no new issues
MVCP management plan needs to be updated, Derek Whitehead is now back at work however Andrea Griffiths is leaving in October.	
13.2. PLAY AREA INSPECTIONS 
13.2.1. JUBILEE FIELD 
Inspection complete, no new issues.
13.2.2. THE KINTONS 
Inspection complete, no new issues.
The eyes of the Froggo bin have been replaced.
13.3. OTHER ISSUES 
13.3.1. PLAY AREAS 
13.3.1.1. TO ACCEPT THE ROSPA ANNUAL SAFETY REPORTS 
	The Annual play area safety inspections have been completed and the reports circulated and accepted; there were no major issues. 
13.3.1.2. THE KINTONS – TO DISCUSS PLAYDALE’S REPLY REGARDING ROSPA REPORT.
There were only two issues in the report which has been reported to Playdale;
· The bolts on the Carousel-Rotator pole are working loose. Playdale have reported that the bolts will work loose as they are moving parts and should be tightened during inspections. KG has put star washers on and the Assistant Clerk will monitor.
· The play surface has crumbled sightly, Playdale have said this is due to high footfall and should be monitored. 
13.3.1.3. JUBILEE FIELD – TO DISCUSS THE WARRANTY RE THE WOODEN POSTS ON THE CLIMBING FRAME
There currently is no safety issue with the wooden posts splitting and they do not seem to be getting any worse; this will be monitored. The warranty will be checked. 
13.3.2. THE KINTONS - TO CONFIRM THE WORK WILL COMMENCE ON THE OVERFLOW CAR PARK ON 9TH SEPTEMBER 2024
It was confirmed the work will now commence on the overflow car park on 16th September 2024.
13.3.3. THE KINTONS - SAFETY OF THE ACCESS TO THE NEW OVERFLOW CAR PARK.
KG expressed concerns that traffic would need to cross the footpath to get to the overflow carpark and suggested gates should be fitted; all agreed. 
13.3.4. MOTION TO REPAIR/REPLACE LITTER BIN ON THE LEES VILLAGE END
KG has repaired this litter bin however one of the two at the other end of The Lees (MBC owned) is now unlockable. The Clerk will report. 	
13.4. REQUEST TO USE PARISH LAND
There have been no requests to use parish land this month.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk107399134][bookmark: _Hlk147151069][bookmark: _Hlk144293607][bookmark: _Hlk124845784][bookmark: _Hlk115712036][bookmark: _Hlk81315153][bookmark: _Hlk107399276]HIGHWAYS 
0. [bookmark: _Hlk149231433]KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (KCC)
· [bookmark: _Hlk163641579]REVIEW THE HIGHWAYS LIST - The list has been updated and circulated. Councillors to advise any additions.
· WATER ON VICARAGE ROAD 	- The Chairman has sent an all-encompassing letter to The Cabinet Member. The letter has also been sent to Simon Webb and affected residents for information. A reply to YPC’s letter was received from the Kent County Council (KCC) Cabinet Member for Highways. Councillors had unanimously agreed that the matter had not been addressed and it was therefore agreed to write to the Leader of the Council to express YPC’s concerns and to demand that the matter be addressed.	
0. [bookmark: _Hlk163641747]OTHER HIGHWAY ISSUES
COUNTRYSIDE PROPERTIES (NOW THE VISTRY GROUP) - PARKING AND TRAFFIC CALMING, VICARAGE ROAD
The Vistry Group Operations Director has not yet replied on outstanding issues. 
The KCC Development Manager has not yet reported back on the current position with the traffic calming. 
0. BRIEF ON TOWN BRIDGE TO UPDATE NEW COUNCILLORS
A document containing ideas previously suggested along with replies to date was circulated. It was noted that no suitable ideas have yet to be put forward. When a lorry is “captured” causing damage, KCC can claim from the insurance but YPC have no details of costs. There is a current ongoing request for double yellow lines outside Lyngs Farmhouse.
Councillors were interested in resurrecting the idea of the toll on the bridge. PJ will investigate numberplate recognition equipment costs. 
The Chairman will try and get the data from the YEP traffic survey.  	
It was also suggested that a chicane on the north of the river prioritising traffic going up the hill. 
These idea’s will be put to the Land Noth and South appeal inspector as things that would really help with the extra traffic that will be generated by the new development.  	
1. FLOODING
1. [bookmark: _Hlk107399195]GENERAL UPDATE 
[bookmark: _Hlk163641991]YPC and Collier Street Parish Council have asked for replacement road closed signs as many have been damaged especially as Hampstead Lane and Maidstone Road have been regularly closed. This has caused an argument between KCC departments as to whose budget this is coming from. This has not been resolved and a letter will be sent to Simon Jones KCC Corporate Director for Growth, Environment and Transport.  	 
A complete review of flood actions in Yalding and Laddingford to include flood wardens, flood gates and road closures has commenced.	
1. SUBSTATION UPDATE
[bookmark: _Hlk163642058]The matter is still ongoing.
YPC will write to Golding Homes and MBC. The Chairman will also chase UKPower.	
2. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NhP)  
[bookmark: _Hlk163642145][bookmark: _Hlk149231631]Derek Hudson (DH) has gone back through the drafts to see if anything needs to be altered. He was not able to complete by the end of July as he needs support from someone who understands how the process has progressed since it started in 2016. He cannot complete without this help and is pushing for a meeting with The Chairman and The Clerk. He now believes it will be very difficult to hit the May 2025 date for the referendum. 	
The Chairman and The Clerk will arrange a meeting with DH to get more detail. 	 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk163642216][bookmark: _Hlk149231700][bookmark: _Hlk514704325]EVENTS
3.1. 	PARISH PICNIC 
AS is cutting the grass.
		All helpers to meet at 1pm on Sunday to set up.
	Take down will be 10am on Monday 
3.2. REMEMBRANCE PARADE – 10 NOVEMBER 2024 
The Clerk will apply for the road closure. 	
The Chairman will confirm speakers.  	
3.3. YULETIDE MARKET – 07 DECEMBER 2024
The Clerk will apply for the road closure and check all the documents.	
4. [bookmark: _Hlk481503741][bookmark: _Hlk81315454][bookmark: _Hlk514704606]CONSULTATIONS 
[bookmark: _Hlk138848207][bookmark: _Hlk144293986]One consultation has been received this month.
· Local Transport Plan 5 - Striking the Balance – 08.10.2024  - DS will look at it and The Chair will send out on Parish News.  	
19. CORRESPONDENCE
19.1. [bookmark: _Hlk497818002][bookmark: _Hlk523834673][bookmark: _Hlk107399423][bookmark: _Hlk138848290]KENT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (KALC) AND NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL (NALC) CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AND CIRCULATED
· [bookmark: _Hlk149232523][bookmark: _Hlk152247106]NALC Chief Executive's bulletin – 04,11,18,25 July 2024, 01,08,15,22,29 August 2024
· KALC bulletin – 15 July 2024, 14,19 August 2024 
· KALC News – August and September 2024
19.2. [bookmark: _Hlk535584837][bookmark: _Hlk57642340][bookmark: _Hlk149232547]OTHER GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AND CIRCULATED 
· MBC - Have your say in Maidstone this month
19.3. [bookmark: _Hlk149232585]OTHER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED BEFORE THE MEETING
No further correspondence has been received.
20. OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
20.1. [bookmark: _Hlk138848384][bookmark: _Hlk149232775]TO AGREE ANY WELCOME LETTERS THAT NEED TO BE SENT
The Clerk will deliver to the properties suggested. 
20.2. INSPECTION OF DEFIBRILLATORS 
All defibrillators have been inspected. 
New pads have been ordered for the defibrillator at the top of The High Street.
20.3. REQUEST FOR A LARGE LITTER BIN IN THE AREA OF HAMPSTEAD LOCK
	It was suggested that an extra bin is required on the wide footway close to the entrance to the lock. Councillors agreed that it was a sensible location, The Chairman and The Clerk will ask MBC if they will support a bin in this location.  	 
20.4. BRIEF ON THE REPAIRS TO YALDING LIFT BRIDGE
The Environment Agency (EA) have confirmed that the lifting bridge will be out of use for repairs in October for two weeks, day time hours, they will give more details and dates in due course. 
20.5. REQUEST FOR A YALDING REPRESENTATIVE ON THE PARISH COUNCIL ENVIRONMENT NETWORK
It was agreed the TC and PJ would be Yalding’s representative.
21. [bookmark: _Hlk64907281]PARISH MATTERS
· The Marden Drive – Laddingford was left in a disgraceful state, The Lees was not too bad.
· 	The Religious Gypsies were at The Lees Car park at the weekend 31st August and 1 September. there was no problems and no litter. 
· Parking on the green at Lyngs Close – The Clerk will write to Golding Homes.
· Dogs in The Kintons play area – The Chairman will put something in The Parish Magazine.
[bookmark: _Hlk41484304][bookmark: _Hlk152756337]
COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS
24/503262/FULL	2 Chapel Cottage, Laddingford	
Demolition of existing single-storey rear extension. Erection of a replacement single storey rear extension with 3No. roof windows and tiled roof. Existing cladding at first floor to be replaced with cementitious cladding and ground floor to be rendered.
NO COMMENT
Councillors ask that the planning officer be assured that the new extension does not unduly impact on number 1 Chaple Cottages.
24/503232/FULL	1 Hillside Cottage, Kenward Road	
		Erection of a two-bay garage.
		NO COMMENT 
24/503504/FULL	3 Hawthornden Grove, Yalding	
	Erection of a Garden room/Gazebo to rear garden and erection of a storage shed to the side elevation of the existing house.
NO COMMENT 
24/503193/FULL	The Hopsheds, Upper Fowle Hall, Queen Street	
	Section 73 - Application for variation of condition 3 (to change approved cladding to vertical Siberian Larch cladding) and minor material amendment to approved plans condition 4 (to allow replacement of steps with a ramp, reduction in width of the decking, addition of a porch, installation of wood burner flue, air source heat pump, 1no. new skylight, alterations to fenestration, and addition of low level border to herb garden) pursuant to 21/506121/FULL for - Alterations to windows, doors and roof of existing ancillary accommodation, to make fit for purpose with improved flood resilience, including the insertion of a rooflight and the addition of flood protection decking to the front.
NO COMMENT
24/503304/TCA	Yalding Depot, Hampstead Lane 	
Conservation area notification to reduce one Common Ash (T3) to 6.5m height and 5m spread, reduce one Common Ash (T4) to 7m height and 5m spread and removal of one Field Maple (T35).
NO COMMENT 
Councillors would like to see a replacement tree planted.
24/503415/LAWPRO	28 Medway Avenue	
	Lawful Development Certificate for proposed installation of external wall insulation with a brick slip at ground level and textured render at first floor level with horizontal banding finish to match the existing appearance.
NO COMMENT
24/503401/LAW	12 Vicarage Road 
		Lawful development for installation of external wall insulation, with a brick slip at ground level and textured render at first floor level with horizontal banding finish to match the existing appearance.
		NO COMMENT 
MBC PLANNING DECISIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
23/504831/FULL	Still Waters Farm, Emmet Hill Lane
Creation of a parking area for the existing chartered accountants’ offices and dwelling, including removal of hard standing, alterations to driveway, and associated landscaping. Change of use of agricultural land to residential garden, including erection of a greenhouse, and landscaping to existing residential garden (retrospective).
GRANTED 
23/503255/LDCEX 	Wych Waye Farm, Claygate Road, Laddingford 	
	Lawful Development Certificate for the existing change of use of part of former agricultural barn to a two-bedroom residential dwelling including outdoor garden space
GRANTED
24/502343/REM	The Packhouse Queen Street Paddock Wood	
	Approval of reserved matters (scale, appearance. Layout and landscaping) pursuant to application 21/503225/OUT for proposed development of site with light industrial/storage business units and associated facilities.
GRANTED 
24/502328/LDCX 	1 Orchard Cottages, Lughorse Lane	
	Lawful Development Certificate for existing use as an unrestricted residential dwelling in non-compliance with condition (ii) of planning permission MK/3/63/488 and Condition 1 of appeal decision T/APP/U2235/A/90/169528/P5 of application MA/90/039
GRANTED 
24/502557/FULL	The Oast Kenward Road	
	Erection of external staircase and first floor decked area to north elevation with new door to replace window, new pergola to rear with alterations to patio, and alterations to fenestration.
GRANTED 
24/502389/FULL	Willow Farm,  Lughorse Lane	
	Retrospective application for siting of a rural workers dwelling for a temporary period of three years.
REFUSED 	 
24/502519/FULL	Hatchgate,  Mill Lane
	Demolition of an existing dwelling and replacement with a self-build new two storey dwelling and associated landscaping.
REFUSED 
24/502713/FULL	New Barn Farm, Yalding Hill	 
	Erection of single storey side extension and replacement porch.
	REFUSED
24/502742/LAWPRO 	Flambards, Laddingford
	Lawful Development Certificate for proposed outbuilding for use as garage in rear garden.
REFUSED 
24/502656/NMAMD	The Hopsheds, Upper Fowle Hall, Queen Street
	Non-material amendment to application 21/506121/FULL: To regularise the As Built structure and to improve the reduction of Carbon Emissions. The modification includes the following: New ramp to replace steps - to facilitate accessible access; Width of decking reduced; New porch to reduce heat loss and reduce carbon emissions; New skylight to increase natural light and reduce carbon emissions; Low level border to herb garden to south of hut; Cladding now vertical Siberian Larch cladding (to whether down to a subdued silvery grey colour in time); Discreet wood burner flue; ASHP to reduce carbon emissions.
WITHDRAWN 


There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:43.

Signed......................................................  	Date..............................
