
 

 
MINUTES OF YALDING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

TUESDAY 14 JUNE 2022 AT 7.00 PM IN YALDING VILLAGE HALL 

 

PRESENT 

Geraldine Brown (Chairman)  June Chapman (JC)  
Jason Bryant (JB)  Sue Gerrish (SG)  

Ken Gough (KG)  David Law (DL) 

Andy Sanders (AS)  Dee Ann Stead (DS) 
Joe Westgate (JW) 

 

AS joined the meeting at 19.31 

DL joined the meeting at 19.52 
  

DECLARATION OF INTENTION TO RECORD PROCEEDINGS 

There was none declared. 

PUBLIC SESSION  

There were no members of the public present.  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

All Councillors were present.  

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF COUNCILLORS IN ANY ITEM 

2.1. DECLARATION OF CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS 

None were declared. 

2.2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  

KG declared an interest in agenda item 12.2 as he had bills for payment.   

2.3. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

None were requested. 

2.4. DECLARATION OF ANY GIFTS RECEIVED 

None were declared. 

3. DECISION TO TAKE AGENDA ITEMS UNDER CLOSED SESSION 

Due to principal authority requirements and receipt of sensitive information, it was resolved to take 

items 22 and 23 in Closed Session.  

4. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14 JUNE 2022 

It was proposed JC seconded DS and unanimously resolved that the minutes be signed as a correct 

record. 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

5.1. JUBILEE FIELD DOMESTIC GATE INTO FIELD  

The Chairman will look up the original documentation and establish if a charge can be added 

to the land. 

5.2. PARKING ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 

Awaiting contractor availability to fit the bollards.   

5.3. COUNCILLORS TO BE GIVEN A YALDING PARISH COUNCIL EMAIL ADDRESS 

The Chairman is trying to get .gov addresses for Councillors.   

5.4. NEW PARISH NOTICEBOARDS  

The new noticeboards need to be ordered.        



 

 
5.5. EROSION OF THE GRASS VERGES ALONG VICARAGE ROAD NEAR THE ENTRANCE TO 

THE NEW DEVELOPMENT 

Awaiting the outcome of the traffic calming discussion before the verges can be reinstated.  

5.6. £10,000 FLOOD PRIZE STILL TO SPEND  

The Chairman has met with Grant Booker from Kent Fire & Rescue Service (KFRS) to look at 

locations for flood gates and awaits his feedback.  

5.7. REMOVE THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND RE POLLARD THE PLANE TREE 

The Clerk will apply for planning permission before the summer recess.  

5.8. SORTING OFFICE FLOOR 

Caxtons are now obtaining further quotes, The Clerk wrote to the landlord expressing our 

concerns with the delay which has triggered them to appoint a contractor and ask them to 
attend immediately. The Chairman suggests that the Landlord pays for Yalding Parish Council 

(YPC) to appoint a surveyor. The Clerk has reported to him that the lack of attention to this 

matter has prohibited the tenant from using the premises.   

5.9. FARMERS MARKET 

Brian Harvey (BH) and KG will clear the garage. The bank account will need to be closed.  

It appears the bank account was frozen due to lack of use. However, BH assures the Chairman 

this has now been sorted out and funds will be transferred to YPC. There is a cheque payable 
to Dizrat for about £50 for the website that bounced and needs to be honoured. The Clerk will 

ask for the invoice to be reissued to YPC.   

6. POLICE MATTERS  

The Chairman reported that the online chat on The Kent Police website is much better than 101. 

7. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

Councillor Webb sent his apologies, he sent a report which has been circulated.  

8. BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

Councillor Russell sent her apologies due to a training commitment, she sent an update which was 

circulated.  

9. BIODIVERSITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE  

A reminder that this should be considered in all of the items that follow on the agenda.  

10. PLANNING 

10.1. TO DECLARE ANY LOBBYING OR FORMAL REPRESENTATION 

There were none declared. 

10.2. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RESPONDED TO IN LINE WITH A SCHEME OF DELEGATION 

It was confirm the following planning application was responded to in line with a Scheme of 

Delegation and the response is included at the end of the minutes. 

•22/502108/FULL - The Orchard, Vicarage Road 

10.3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 Planning decisions are recorded at the end of the minutes.  

10.4. YALDING ENTERPRISE PARK (YEP)  

They are awaiting a licence for Greater Crested Newt removal. Soil is being brought to site by 
Ardula, the lorries are banned from the villages. The Chairman has reported one to YEP who 

called the owner immediately.  

10.5. MAIDSTONE BOROUGH LOCAL PLAN REVIEW  



 

 
No further update. 

10.6. KENWARD FARM 

10.6.1.MEETING WITH CLOCKHOUSE  

 The Chairman and Clerk attended a meeting on 16 June. They discussed the 

Maidstone Borough Council (MBC) response to YPC’s letter and asked for more 
landscaping as well as a plan of the concrete laid. They also asked for cooperation with 

regard to the movement of traffic avoiding school times and look for possible alternative 

routes. Clockhouse admitted that there had been a lack of communication with YPC 
and the residents and they gave as a reason for the hurried and segmented 

applications the fact that Clockhouse had applied for a substantial “green” grant that 

was time-determined both by application and implementation. Councillors will be 

invited to view the site and a proposed open day is being planned in the autumn. 

10.7. HALLAM LAND 

YPC responded to the letter from Hallam and the flyer sent out to residents; the response was 

circulated on Parish News and many residents have expressed their support of YPC.  

A meeting has been held with the head of MBC planning, Rob Jarman (RJ). The Chairman 

stressed YPC’s concerns about the proposed development and the fact that the polyhouse 

applications were not on the table at the time of the Call for Sites. Also, the former Syngenta 
site had subsequently gained planning permission, which will increase light vehicles through 

the Yalding village, and the parking restrictions on The Glebe had had a knock-on effect on 

Vicarage Road, High Street and Kenward Road. It was also noted that land to the south did 
not form part of MBC’s preferred option and should not be included; any amenity land needed 

to be within the site on the north side. RJ was also concerned with regard to the visual impact 

on the Greensand Ridge and was looking for any development to be cut into the hillside. There 

are however reservations subsequently discussed regarding a landslide at Loddington Farm 

in this regard. 

10.8. ANY OTHER PLANNING MATTERS 

• It was noted that 22/500517/LAWPRO- Little Venice Country Park and Marina was now 

being decided at appeal.  

11. POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  

It was confirmed that there were no changes this month. 

12. FINANCE 

12.1. CLERK AND ASSISTANT CLERK SALARY. 

It was confirmed that The Clerk and Assistant Clerk were paid in accordance with the payroll 

procedure in line with the Scheme of Delegation and are included in the June bills list 

attached to the minutes of this meeting.  

12.2. MOTION TO PAY BILLS 

It was proposed JC, seconded SG and resolved by all to pay bills totalling £8466.20 exclusive 

of VAT as per attached list. KG did not vote as he had declared an interest. 

12.3. CONFIRM RECEIPTS 

A list of receipts (as attached) totalling £5366.08 was circulated. 

The car park takings for May was confirmed as £7290.90 

12.4. MONTHLY SPEND AGAINST BUDGET REVIEW 

There was no unbudgeted spend this month. 

12.5. REQUEST FOR A GRANT FROM YALDING SCOUT GROUP FOR A GRANT FOR HATS 

A grant application has been received from The Yalding Scouts Group for £594 for Sea 

Scouts hats to wear on Parade.  



 

 
JC nominated, JW seconded and all agreed to grant the request.  

13. OPEN SPACES 

13.1. REPORTS FOLLOWING VISUAL UPDATE INSPECTIONS OF COUNCIL OWNED LAND 

13.1.1. THE LEES     

Inspection complete, no new issues.  

Second bollards to be erected at the entrance furthest from the village and at the 

pony field.    

The Bridge between the Picnic Area and The Pony Field needs repair.    

YPC are trying to find the organisers of The Marden Drive to perhaps make an 

agreement, as with the religious gypsies, for the use of the field as part of their 

fundraising activity.       

13.1.2. THE LEES PICNIC AREA  

Inspection complete, no new issues.  

Two weekends running there have had problems with the barrier being tampered 

with putting the car park out of action. The police have been informed. JW and JC 
now know how to fix the barrier if it broken. KG has spoken to a CCTV engineer 

regarding work needed to improve the quality and to establish how to record, he is 

awaiting contact back, The Chairman has put a request out on Parish News for any 

CCTV engineers in The Parish. The Assistant Clerk will also learn the process.  

13.1.3. YALDING VILLAGE GREEN AND VERGES  

Inspection complete, no new issues. 

The bollards still need to be fitted. The contractor needs to be chased to see if he is 

still interested in the work.   

The Chairman will send a Parish News asking residents to only leave rubbish next to 

the bin.      

13.1.4. JUBILEE FIELD   

Inspection complete, no new issues.  

13.1.5. LADDINGFORD VERGES   

Inspection complete, no new issues.  

13.1.6. THE KINTONS  

Inspection complete 

There has been some fly tipping on the new car park area.  

The Clerk has contacted Mole Control several times and there has been no response.  

13.1.7. FOWLE HALL GREEN  

Inspection not complete.  

13.1.8. THE TATT  

Inspection complete, no new issues 

A site meeting was held and plans agreed, KG will implement.   

Medway Valley Countryside Partnership (MVCP) has been asked to update its 

management plan.    

Advice has been received as to what work needs to be done to repair of any damage 
to the boundary wall with The Tatt, the contractor failed to supply a proper quote, 

The Clerk has asked three further contractors to quote.    

13.2. WEEKLY INSPECTIONS OF PLAY-AREAS  



 

 
13.2.1. JUBILEE FIELD  

Inspection complete, no new issues. 

The manufacturers have sent a quote to turn the Inga around for £1375, The Clerk 

has asked them to do the work as soon as possible.  

13.2.2. THE KINTONS   

Inspections complete, no new issues.  

There is some graffiti that needs removing.    

13.2.3. WEEKLY INSPECTION OF PLAY AREAS – NEW PROCEDURE 

As agreed at the last meeting, the Assistant Clerk has attended a training session 

and will take over the weekly inspections. She is putting in place a reporting structure 

and will take over from this week. 

13.3. THE KINTONS  

13.3.1. TRANSFER OF LAND AND TRACK FROM COUNTRYSIDE  

A new plan has been signed and the transfer has been completed, awaiting the final 

documentation.  

13.3.2. NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT  

The planning application has still not been decided as the site notice was not posted, 

MBC has indicated it will be approved on 14 July. The new deadline for the 

Communities Foundation grant is September. 

DS has asked for detailed drawings from the preferred supplier, a list of all grant 

requirements will be drawn up.    

13.4. THE LEES 

13.4.1. MOWING THE LEES 

The hay had been cut and the edges will be done shortly. 

13.5. THE FEN WORKING PARTY - UPDATE  

An initial meeting has taken place and Medway Valley Countryside Partnership (MCVP) 

proposals have yet to be reviewed. A working party meeting will be set up. 

13.6. REQUEST TO USE PARISH LAND 

No official requests received this month. 

14. HIGHWAYS  

14.1. REVIEW THE HIGHWAYS LIST 

The list has been updated and circulated. Councillors to advise any additions. Some items 

have been on the list for a while, a meeting with Highways is needed to move things forward.  

14.2. REVIEW THE HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT PLAN (HIP) 

Awaiting for feedback from KALC with regard to the disposal of HIP’s.  

14.3. TO DISCUSS ANY OTHER HIGHWAY ISSUES 

The 20mph flashing lights are now working.  

The Chairman is in dialogue with Kent County Council (KCC) to have the cobbles at Kingsland 

Cottages taken up and re-laid, a meeting will be arranged.     

Highways are chasing up the water running onto the Kintons’ track.    

15. FLOODING 

15.1. GENERAL UPDATE  



 

 
The Chairman has met this month with KFRS, to look at flood gates. She is sending  them a 

map.  

The Chairman is updating the Emergency Plan but not just for fluvial flooding.  

A flood warden meeting is needed.   

15.2. SUBSTATION UPDATE 

Helen Grant to be chased to take the matter higher as UKPN reply to her latest letter 

unacceptable. The Chairman has introduced UKPN to Golding Homes, awaiting a meeting 

date. The Chairman has written to MBC to remind them of their agreement with regard to the 

green that they still own. 

16. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NhP)  

16.1. TO CONSIDER DRAFT PLAN 

The Draft plan will be circulated once it has been to Steering Group. The plan will be put into 

a draft presentation format to be able to digest it more readily. 

17. EVENTS 

17.1. THE PARISH PICNIC  

This year’s Parish Picnic will be on Sunday 11 September. It was agreed to:  

• Employ security, perhaps in with the Boathouse to protect The Picnic Area.  

• Stick to the winning format and have the bar, BBQ and band. 

• Ask MVCP if they will be attending this year. If so it was agreed to advertise the times of 

walks in advance and then have a board out at the event. 

18. CONSULTATIONS  

There were no consultations received this month. 

• CORRESPONDENCE Orpington and District Angling Association has asked for a meeting to 
discuss a pond it is intending to build on its land near to Beltring Railway Station. The Clerk 

will organise a date.  

• A Nettlestead resident has asked for a bin near Hampstead lock, The Clerk will ask MBC if 

it is prepared to put a bin there.  

• The Chairman has had several emails about lorries in the village; many believe they are all 

from Clockhouse. It was felt that a Parish News should be sent out explaining that this is 

not always the case and that many of the lorries are needed to support the rural economy 
as The Parish is a working community.  

• KALC have asked YPC to speak at the Chairmanship Conference at  Lenham on 28th July 

and it was agreed that we could speak about managing open spaces.  

20. OTHER PARISH BUSINESS 

20.1. GRATITUDE MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Plans for the festival are progressing, ticket sales are slow. The Chairman has an update 

which will be circulated.  

19. CORRESPONDENCE 

19.1. KENT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (KALC) AND NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

LOCAL COUNCIL (NALC) CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AND CIRCULATED 

• NALC Chief Executive's bulletin – 17 June 2022 

• NALC Chief Executive's bulletin – 24 June 2022 

• NALC Chief Executive's bulletin – 01 July 2022 

• Local Government Bulletin - 29 June 

19.2. OTHER GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AND CIRCULATED  

 There was no other general correspondence. 

19.3. ANY OTHER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED BEFORE THE MEETING 



 

 
20.2. PARISH DIARY  

It was agreed that the Parish Diary should be resurrected, an electronic copy will be put on 

the website with a hard copy in The Village Tea Rooms.   

20.3. PRE SCHOOL  

Play Place are waiting for official documentation but are still hoping to open in September.  

20.4. LORRIES TO COURT LODGE FARM 

There are still very large lorries regularly delivering one or two pallets of nuts to Court Lodge 

Farm. The lorries often struggle to get our of Kenward Road and have caused damage to The 

Village Green and verges. We need to try and encourage them to go to smaller lorries.  

20.5. NEPALESE EVENT 16 JULY 

The Nepalese event will return on the 16th of July; they have extended an invitation to The 

Parish Council. 

20.6. PARKING ENFORCEMENT HAMPSTEAD LANE  

The usual summer madness has started, nothing to do with the Hop Pickers Rest. The 

Chairman has asked for increased attendance by parking wardens. 

20.7. PARISH WEBSITE  

The Assistant Clerk will take over the day to day running of the site. She has had some 

training from Ben Kirby, our webmaster. The Jubilee photos are on there and The Chairman 

will show her how the presentation should look.    

21. PARISH MATTERS 

• DL gave a brief update on YALSA.  

COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

22/502108/FULL The Orchard, Vicarage Road   

 Replacement of existing flat and part tiled roof to garage with a pitched 

slated roof and 2no roof lights to provide a home office. Changing flat roof to 

a tiled pitched roof on existing front dormer. 

 OBJECT 

 The proposal, by virtue of its scale, location and design, would 
consolidate built development in this rural location introducing a 

visually dominant and incongruous development that would detract 

from the attractive appearance and proportions of the adjoining 
properties and character of the adjacent space and in turn would have 

an adverse impact upon the character and appearance of the 

streetscene hereabouts. 

22/502582/FULL The Stables, Willow Lane  

 Erection of detached garage. 

 NO COMMENT 

22/502897/TPOA 17 Blunden Lane, Yalding  

 TPO application to fell one group of mixed species trees Hawthorn & 

Blackthorn). 

 NO COMMENT 

22/502814/FULL 2 Kings Cottages, Lughorse Lane  

 Erection of a first floor extension. 

 NO COMMENT  

22/503123/FULL Upper Fowle Hall Farm, Willow Lane  



 

 
 Re-cladding of agricultural buildings, including installation of 3no. roller 

shutter doors and 1no. personnel door (part retrospective). 

 NO COMMENT 

MBC PLANNING DECISIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 

22/501486/FULL Shingle Barn Orchard, Shingle Barn, Lane West Farleigh  

 Erection of an agricultural barn. 

 REFUSED 

22/500206/LAWPRO Great Fowle Hall Oast House, Darman Lane  

 Lawful Development Certificate for the proposed conversion of existing 

outbuilding to be used as an annex, ancillary to occupation of the main 

dwelling. 

 GRANTED 

22/502501/PNEXT 15 Lyngs Close Yalding 

 Prior notification for a proposed single storey rear extension which: A) 

Extends by 4.30 metres beyond the rear wall of the original dwelling. B) Has 
a maximum height of 3.60 metres from the natural ground level. C) Has a 

height of 2.40 metres at the eaves from the natural ground level. 

 REFUSED 

22/502177/AGRIC  Land Adj To Hatch Gate, Mill Lane 

Prior notification for erection of an agricultural building. For its prior 

approval to: Siting, design and external appearance. 

 PRIOR APPROVAL IS NOT REQUIRED 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:44 

 

Signed......................................................   Date.............................. 


